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Déjà Vu.
An Essay on Differing Creation in
Cinema
Laurent Van Eynde

Vrin – Matière étrangère
194 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 1,0 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3052-3 - September 2022

This book explores some of the forms in which melancholy
becomes the driving force of the artistic creative act. Hollywood
cinema, fully assuming its status as an industrial art, is the chosen
field for such an exploration. The history of cinema, albeit short, is
one of the most discontinuous, stricken with formal, technical and
aesthetic rifts. Accordingly, cinematographic creation is particularly dependent on a broken historicity, endlessly confronting it
with being “after” – after a form, an issue, an invention, a genre
which vanish out of melancholy. By thinking cinema as the locus
where creation may assert itself as recreation, in repeating a lost,
but still pervasive, origin, the Author analyses here films by
William Dieterle, Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, Brian De Palma,
and Damien Chazelle.

Laurent Van Eynde is Professor in Philosophy of Art at the
University Saint-Louis in Brussels, where he co-directs the
Prospero Center on Language, Image and Knowledge.
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A Philosophical History
of Physics
Sébastien Richard

Vrin – Varia
588 pages - 14 × 20 × 3,5 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3064-6 - September 2022

Not so long ago, physics was still called “natural philosophy”. Have
both disciplines come so wide apart now that they may no longer
contribute to one another, either in terms of objects or methods?
The present Philosophical History of Physics intends to prove the
contrary. It demonstrates that philosophy never ceased exerting
its influence on the formation of concepts in physics, or providing
its significant thoughts on method. Conversely, with carefully
chosen and developed examples, it is here shown how physics was
a privileged source for thinking in the philosophy of science
during the twentieth century.

Sébastien Richard, a Doctor of Philosophy from the Free University
in Brussels, is Lecturer in Philosophy of Science; he also teaches
physics and mathematics in secondary school.
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The Power of Childhood.
Vygotski with Spinoza
Pascal Sévérac

Vrin - Problèmes & Controverses
240 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,5 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3049-3 - March 2022

How are we to educate a child? The reverse question may be
asked, and we could thus wonder first what a child can do on his
or her own, despite his or her state of dependence: what he or she
can do, with the help of others, to change and become other than
him- or herself. To that end, one must construe an “anthropology
of childhood”, which examines by what means, both physical and
psychical, a child may conquer his or her freedom. Vygotski,
relying on Spinoza whom he referred to throughout his lifetime’s
work, can help us think about the affective power of the children’s
conceptual development, thus laying the foundations of a
Spinozistic psychology of affects, whose touchstone is pereživanie
or the lived experience becoming more and more alive.

Pascal Sévérac, a Spinoza scholar and philosopher of education, is
Professor of Philosophy and Researcher at the University Paris-Est
Créteil.
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Imposture’s Turn
Roland Breeur

Vrin – Matière étrangère
230 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 1,2 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3010-3 - January 2022
Contents
After silliness, it is now imposture that Roland Breeur turns to in
this new essay. For imposture, in the form of “fake news”, seems
more threatening and pervasive than ever.
Fakes, impostors, crooks, liars and hysterical flattering voices,
corrupted statesmen, fake victims, the Antichrist: all of them not
only teach us how to deceive, or what it means to deviate from the
truth, but indirectly they bring us back to order. Philosophers
loudly claim to “love the truth”. But they must prove it. One way of
doing it consists in dismantling the stratagems of those who
betray that love and deceive it.
The arguments in this essay are driven by this fundamental
question: why, after all, do we love the truth? Under which
conditions? And how does the philosopher manage with this love?
Even if nowadays the true is only feebly distinguished from the
false, yet that distinction matters to any thinking person. Now this
is brilliantly shown by the “fake news” of our days: the meaning of
that distinction can never be taken for granted. A hope underlying
this essay is that philosophers not only care for it but endlessly
attempt to revive it.
Roland Breeur is Professor in KU Leuven.
Book review (in English) in the Journal of the British Society for
Phenomenology:
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00071773.2022.
2115335
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Peirce.
The Invention of Epistemology
Jean-Marie Chevalier

Vrin – Analyse et Philosophie
312 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,9 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3039-4 - February 2022

Charles S. Peirce was one of those philosophers who were keen on
erasing all marks of psychologism from logical studies, thus
working towards a "non psychological view of logic". He notably
opposed John Stuart Mill’s empiricism, and engaged in
Psychologismusstreit just as much as Frege and Husserl. But this
apparent feature should not mask the multifarious character of a
lifetime’s work which unifies logic and the association of ideas,
brings together the natural and the normative, and finally makes
many psychological asides.
The present opinionated study does not intend to cover those
incoherent traits but vouches for their offering a privileged access
to Peirce’s fundamental project. The author undertakes to bring
together all approaches of thought, from the physiological to the
transcendental, from the psychological to the deontological, in the
general view of an understanding of nature and of knowledge – in
other words, of an epistemology in progress.

Jean-Marie Chevalier is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University
Paris-Est Créteil.
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What is Reading?
Paul Mathias

Vrin - Chemins Philosophiques
132 pages - 11 × 18 × 0,7 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3048-6 - March 2022
Reading is everybody’s business. The gesture, however seemingly
natural, is nevertheless complex and even, often, difficult. Hence
one must care for it, and above all, learn – to decipher, to assimilate, to interpret, to pursue the texts of one’s own thoughts and
actions.
Very quickly indeed what was natural becomes work, and with
effort come all kinds of risk and failure simultaneously with the
success of gloss. Do we really know how to read? Do all our
interpretations have a value of knowledge or action, hence the
same worth? This is quite uncertain. And what do we do now, by
the way, on social networks and media flooding with words and
images: are we still reading? It would mean that holding a book
and looking at a screen are the same gestures, on which no one
will agree. Reading is everybody’s business, but it also demands
the strictest attention of each one of us.
Paul Mathias is Lecturer in Philosophy and General Inspector of
Education in France.

“CHEMINS PHILOSOPHIQUES”
The series Chemins Philosophiques (Philosophical Paths) includes short essays introducing a
philosophical notion, discipline or theme. Each essay bears the title “What is…?” (Qu’est-ce
que…?) and elucidates the notion under scrutiny and the many issues it involves. The essay is
completed by two extracts from classical, modern, or contemporary works that are then
commented by the author. Each title is 128 pages long (in a 11×18 cm format), written with a
clear and accessible style.
The whole series is intended for teachers and students alike, but also for the general public. It
now includes nearly 100 titles: see our backlist here.
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For Mankind.
An Essay
Mikel Dufrenne
NEW EDITION
Vrin - Bibliothèque des Textes Philosophiques – Poche
348 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 1,7 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3057-8 - August 2022

Initially published in 1968, Pour l’homme (For Mankind) is a
significant moment in Mikel Dufrenne’s work. Known until then as
one of the greatest figures of French aesthetics, he opened with
this essay a new line of thought which will thereafter include Art
et politique (1974) and Subversion, perversion (1977).
Here Dufrenne turns towards his contemporaries and seeks an
explanation with them, taking into account the advent of the
concept of structure in the human sciences and in philosophy, but
denying that such an advent should erase the figure of man, as if
the death of man should necessarily follow from the death of God.
For Mankind however is not the defence of a simplistic humanism,
in so far as Dufrenne asserts mankind’s inclusion within Nature.
He offers, in his own terms, “the elements of a philosophy
connecting the care for Being with the care for Man”.
Introduction by Frédéric Fruteau de Laclos and Postscript by Circé
Furtwengler.
Mikel Dufrenne (1910-1995) was a French philosopher and
aesthetician. He is known as an author of existentialism and was
particularly remarked for the work The Phenomenology of
Aesthetic Experience (1953). He encountered the work of Karl
Jaspers while being a prisoner of war in a camp with Paul Ricœur,
and both Dufrenne and Ricœur later jointly worked on a book on
Jaspers.
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The Subjugated Self.
Volontary Servitude and
Clinics of Alienation
Tristan Dagron

Vrin - Philosophie du présent
408 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 2,0 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3059-2 - September 2022

In his Discourse on Volontary Servitude, Etienne de La Boetie began
with a paradox: the submission of the dominated class is obtained
in many ways, but it largely relies on the consent of those who are
its victims. Based on the Discourse’s intellectual context, this book
relates that paradox to the issue of socially-based mental
suffering: a kind of suffering first evidenced by its impact on
identity, by the alteration of moral judgement and by a kind of
insensitivity severing the subjects from their own bodies and lives.
Prevented from communicating and even from thinking, the
subject is rendered unable to view and feel the painful condition
in which he or she is engaged. Thus La Boetie located the main
reason of voluntary servitude in custom and habit, as akin to an
addictive relationship with a cynical and malevolent tyrant.
Bounds of servitude are not new, and can be traced throughout the
centuries in various forms and sources – family, work, and society.

Tristan Dagron is Professor of Philosophy, Research Fellow at the
CNRS, and also a Doctor in Clinical Psychology. His work focuses
on the philosophy of the Renaissance, on metaphysics and
psychology.
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Belief.
How to Know What to Believe?
Patrick Dupouey

Vrin – Questions et raisons
236 pages - 11 × 18 × 1,2 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3032-5 - January 2022
Contents
Can we live without beliefs? We would then have to know all we
need or want to know. But there are the uncertain, the hypothetical and the probable in our lives – perhaps even things whose
knowledge lies beyond our human faculties. So believe we must.
But not anything, not anyhow. What are the criteria of an
acceptable belief? Truth is one absolute norm for all judgements.
But the way in which we form our beliefs and their practical
effects cannot be eschewed. The realm of belief is beyond
measure, and so it calls for some distinctions: opinions, judgements, conjectures, faith. Based on the study of a classical text by
John Locke, this study explores the main philosophical directions
on the various issues concerning belief.

Patrick Dupouey is Professor of Philosophy in secondary school
and the author of many introductory works on philosophy classics
as well as on mountaineering.
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The Philosophy of Bentham.
Landmarks
Jean-Pierre Cléro

Vrin - Repères Philosophiques
204 pages - 11 × 18 × 1 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3041-7 - April 2022

The tireless author Jeremy Bentham opened many new paths, in
law and politics, in ethics rather than morals, in philosophy of
religion, but also by his thinking on education, in science and
technology. All those paths have the same origin in the search for
pleasure, to which an ontological value has been given.
No doubt, the notions of utility, preference, and calculus, with the
help of game theory, have taken today the place of pleasure,
seemingly confining the “father of Utilitarianism” figure to the
history of ideas. But Bentham’s philosophy, with its use of fictions,
also bears the promise of new forms of knowledge, whose
exploration has only just begun.
Like each title in the « Landmarks » series, this book is divided in
three parts, introducing to the life, thought, and main works of the
author under scrutiny.

Jean-Pierre Cléro is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Rouen.
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The Philosophy of Franz Brentano.
Landmarks
Denis Fisette

Vrin – Repères Philosophiques
208 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 1,0 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3065-3 - September 2022

Franz Brentano, mostly known for having reintroduced the notion
of intentionality in the vocabulary of fundamental philosophical
concepts, also influenced one of the main movements in
contemporary philosophy, i.e. phenomenology.
However, Husserl’s master is also the founder of a true
philosophical programme, as he advocates a reform, even a
“rebirth of philosophy as science”, whose two major branches
would be metaphysics and psychology. In his work Psychology
from an empirical standpoint (1874), Brentano thus laid the
foundations of a psychology in continuity with other empirical
sciences, thus making it the proper science of mental phenomena.
But Brentano is also the author of a rich and abundant work, and
he left many writings most of which are still unpublished.
Like each title in the « Landmarks » series, this book is divided in
three parts, introducing to the life, thought, and main works of the
author under scrutiny.

Denis Fisette is Professor at the Philosophy Department at the
University of Montreal. He has published widely on the
contemporary philosophy of mind and is a scholar of the 19th and
20th Century Philosophies in the German language.
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Supporting Life.
Care Ethics and Medicine
Marie Gaille

Vrin – La vie morale
168 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 0,9 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3058-5 - August 2022
Contents

What does it mean to assist persons reaching the end of their
lives? How does one make place for the patient in a caring
relationship? Should care be imposed on persons who do not want
it? How should conflicts, sometimes arising after reaching a
therapeutic decision, be apprehended? Should the medical art be
exerted in favor of one form of life rather than another? Finally,
what are the relations between the care for human beings and the
care for the living in general, as well as the care for the
environment? And how are those different types of care connected
to one another?
For many years all those questions have fostered reflection on
medicine. The guiding hypothesis of this book is that some
answers are to be found in practice, whose normative directions
can be illuminated by care ethics. Philosophically, such an
hypothesis requires the bridging of a gap between medicine and
care. It can enrich medicine by including it in a bigger set of
practices directed towards the support of life in general, in its
critical and ordinary moments.

Marie Gaille is a Philosopher, Director of Studies in the French
CNRS and currently the Director of its Institute in Human and
Social Sciences.
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Metaphysics of Experience.
Empiricism and Transcendental
Philosophy in Kant
Antoine Grandjean

Vrin - Bibliothèque d'Histoire de la Philosophie
448 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 2,8 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3025-7 - May 2022

Transcendentalism came from a debate with empiricism. But in
order to assess the full consequences of that debate, it is necessary
to recall that the very concept of empiricism, understood as a
genetic thesis opposing rationalism, is a Kantian invention, used as
an operator for establishing the necessity of the transcendental.
Such a critical use of empiricism thus opens up on its metaphysical
interpretation: empiricism is a metaphysics of experience, for the
twofold reason that it relies on an ontology of representation and
that it locates reason under a naturalistic horizon, in a dogmatic
way.
As an invention against – and therefore with – empiricism,
transcendentalism however learns a lesson from it: the a priori,
whether cognitive or moral, is acquired, so that its event is subject
to some empirical arrangements. The shape of the transcendental
thus sketched, far from implying a denial of the empirical, grounds
on the contrary the decisive metaphysical interest of the latter.

Antoine Grandjean is Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Lille.
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A Philosophical History
of Work
Franck Fischbach et al.

Vrin - Bibliothèque d’Histoire de la Philosophie
410 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 2,1 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3034-9 - April 2022
Contents

As the heir of a long tradition devaluating work activities,
philosophy may be tempted by various versions of discourse on
the « end of work » rather than by developing the different
approaches on the central meaning of work. However, the history
of philosophy provides with many resources on the significance of
work issues, from the classical problems of anthropology to the
moral and social-political dimensions they involve.
Some of those questions appeared as early as philosophy itself, in
Ancient times, and remained decisive throughout the history of
philosophy. But they were seldom examined by historians of
philosophy, perhaps because work was the object of social
prejudice making it an unworthy study for major philosophical
inquiries.
The authors of this book now revisit the history of Western
philosophy from the work perspective. Far from claiming to be
exhaustive, they rather intend to uncover the pervasiveness of
work and to show as many as possible of its implications, the rich
concepts it takes on, and the issues it raised, with the hope that
the philosophical investigations in the field will find a new start.

Contributors : B. Binoche, M. Chapuis, F. Fischbach, J. Giovacchini,
K. Genel, J. Goeken, P. Ismard, M. Labbé, A. Merker, P.-M. Morel, F.
Porcher, J. Quétier, E. Renault, H. Rizk, H.-C. Schmidt Am Busch.
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Science Fiction.
A Historical and Philosophical
Introduction
Gilbert Hottois

Vrin - Pour Demain – Poche
148 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 0,8 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3014-1 - September 2022

“For Gilbert Hottois, science fiction helps us think the future in
confronting the readers with all kinds of imaginary futures. Laden
with fantasies and transhumanistic speculations, it is an ideal
place for symbolically testing the boundaries of the human.
Great science fiction – from Stapledon to Egan, Banks or Benford,
through Clarke, Lem and some others – leads us with passion to
the threshold of singularities. All kinds of wonders and horrors
are there, in a written form: utopias, apocalypses, transfigurations
and annihilations, progress and regress… The rhetoric of science
fiction says that the humankind can err, become self-destructive or
the victim of a cosmic collapse, but can also endlessly pursue the
exploration and invention of both itself and the universe.”
(Jean-Noël Missa, praise for Science fiction)

Gilbert Hottois (1946-2019) was Emeritus Professor at the Free
University of Brussels, a Member of the Royal Academy of
Belgium, and of the International Institute of Philosophy. He is the
author of many important books on technology, bioethics, and
trans-humanism.
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Composing for Images in the Digital
Age: Star Wars, From One Trilogy to
Another
Chloé Huvet

Vrin - MusicologieS
432 pages - 17 × 24 × 2,6 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-2895-7 - March 2022
Contents

Through the lens of a particularly iconic example in the realm of
blockbusters, the double Star Wars trilogy created by George
Lucas (1977-2005), the present work offers an in-depth study of
contemporary musical creation in American film. It shows how the
technical and aesthetic changes may have at once accompanied
and incited the appearance of specific music and sound practices.
It gives a detailed reconstitution of the collective creation behind
the soundtrack by focusing on often neglected figures in most
studies on cinema music, such as editors, sound designers and
engineers.
Crossing the perspectives of musical analysis, the history of film
and the history of technology, this interdisciplinary book enacts a
systematically comparative approach, based on many unpublished
manuscript sources as well as personal interviews with Conrad
Pope and Kenneth Wannberg. It develops in three complementary
directions: the evolution of musical writing, the transformative
treatment of musical scores in film editing, and the renewed
connection between music, dialogue and sound effects in both
trilogies.

Chloé Huvet, an agrégée in music and fellow student in the Ecole
normale supérieure in Lyon, is Lecturer in Musicology at the
University of Évry-Val-d’Essonne Paris-Saclay.
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Humans.
A Dictionary of Prospective
Anthropology
Nathanaël Wallenhorst & Christoph Wulf (eds.)

Vrin - Varia
580 pages - 14 × 20 × 2,9 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3040-0 - September 2022
Contents

The continuous timeline of progress, according to which
tomorrow will be better than yesterday, is broken. Technical
progress and social progress are now separated. Moreover, the
advent of the Anthropocene, a new geological era marked by the
ongoing change of life conditions on Earth, means that the human
journey in society as we know it becomes more and more
uncertain.
How are we to go on becoming humans within a fragile biosphere,
in times of digital and technological revolutions, in contexts of
transhumanistic propects and radical social changes? Being
human, and being human together, is no longer taken for granted.
So how do we define ourselves and our aims for the future?
This new dictionary, the first of its kind, gathers some sixty
scholars and researchers in various disciplinary fields. A
particular care has been given to the scientific and philosophical
quality of all the entries, but always with the aim of making them
accessible to a wide readership interested in the future and the
ways to prepare it.
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The Form of the Rule.
On Ethics, Kant and Subjectivity
David Zapero

Vrin – La vie morale
176 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 0,9 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-2990-9 - January 2022

We turn to ethics when we try to understand the sense we give to
this or that way of living. Now, in modern philosophy, ethical
questioning has been severed from the field of practices that
always precedes it. An attempt was made to put ethics priorly to
life, with a focus on knowing what we ought to do, and often in a
very abstract sense of “ought”.
In this essay the paths leading to such an understanding of ethics
are examined. Of particular interest is the most important figure
representing that view, namely Kant. By analyzing the various
theoretical choices and the views on subjectivity which gave rise
to Kant’s ethical project, The Form of the Rule identifies the pitfalls
encountered by any attempt to separate ethical necessity from
other kinds of human necessity and human needs.

David Zapero studied at the University of Oxford and the École
Normale Supérieure in Paris. He is a Doctor of Philosophy from the
University Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne and currently a research
fellow at the University of Bonn.
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Principia Politica.
History, Economics and Society
Michel Meyer

Vrin - Moments Philosophiques
476 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 2,4 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-2893-3 - January 2022

What is the connection between capitalism in Marx, religion in
Max Weber, the economical division of work in Adam Smith and
the social division in Durkheim? What unified view of the social
sciences, from history through economics to politics, can be drawn
today?
The question at the core of this investigation is: what is society? As
the articulated coexistence of various memberships (family,
religion, nation, class, …) with the widening distance between
individuals, society is now bound and constituted by the economy,
as religion was before, soon to be replaced by the nation unifying
more compact groups.
Combining both belonging and distance is not natural. Politics
responds to such a necessity, by means of the State, among other
things. But in what forms does the State hold this function? The
historical evolution of different political regimes, from absolutism
to liberalism, from socialism to fascism, from democracy to the
welfare state and populism, must be examined. The author then
turns to the role of the main religions, and to the workings of
capitalism and their evolution, in a constant dialogue with Marx.
Michel Meyer thus offers a new insight into the different human
sciences, giving a refreshing view on the history of each discipline.

Michel Meyer (1950-2022) was an economist and a philosopher,
most recently Emeritus Professor at the Free University in
Brussels.
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Confluences of Greek Philosophy
and Rhetoric
Laurent Pernot

Vrin – Textes et traditions
536 pages - 16 × 24 × 3 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3045-5 - February 2022
Contents
Since their birth in Ancient Greece, philosophy and rhetoric
influenced one another, and their dialogue continued throughout
Antiquity. Both disciplines, whose opposition is not fixed, arguably
meet on essential common grounds, such as truth, justice, politics,
deliberation, the logic of reasoning and the analysis of the mind’s
workings, eulogy, religion, teaching, or even art criticism. The
alliance of both approaches, which were also ways of life, built an
intellectual and social model of convincing wisdom. And their
confrontation raised animated debates with many consequences.
The present study sheds a new light on those questions by means
of accurate research, on authors, notions and formulae, from the
fifth century B.C. to the sixth century, from Socrates to
Olympiodorus, through Plato, Aristotle, Demosthenes, Diogenes,
Theophrastus, Philodemus, Plutarch, Dion of Prusa, Marcus
Aurelius, Aelius Aristides, Plotinus, Porphyry, Eunapius, as well as
Romans such as Cicero and Quintilian.

Laurent Pernot, a member of the Institut de France, is Professor
and Director of Greek Studies at the University of Strasbourg and a
former President of the International Society for the History of
Rhetoric
.
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Epistemology and Psychology of Faith
in Scolastic Thought 1250-1350
David Piché

Vrin - Études de philosophie médiévale
248 pages - 16 × 24 × 1,5 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3043-1 - July 2022

Theologians from 1250 to 1350 were greatly interested in
philosophical questions on the epistemological status and psychological conditions of religious belief. What kind of assent does
characterize the act of faith, in contrast with opinion and science?
What role does the will play in producing the act of faith? Is it
rational to believe statements whose truth can neither be empirically tested, nor established by decisive arguments?
The present study examines the various answers to those
questions given by some major figures of scholastic theology:
Bonaventura, Thomas Aquinas, Richard of Middleton, Peter John
Olivi, John Duns Scotus, Durandus of Saint-Pourçain, and Robert
Holcot. The author shows that the turn in the historical movement
occurred in the first quarter of the 14th century, where thinkers
such as Duns Scotus and Durandus of Saint-Pourçain worked out
their views on faith, which still stand out in many ways by their
critical, subjectivist and naturalistic aspects.

David Piché is Professor in the Philosophy Department at the
University of Montreal.
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Being Jewish in Classic Hollywood
Movies
Lorenzo Leschi

Vrin - Philosophie et cinéma
160 pages - 11 × 18 × 0,8 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-3056-1 - June 2022

“As happy as a Jew in Hollywood”? Hollywoodian cinema is one of
the best examples of Jewish success in the United States and of the
Jewish contribution to American culture and common imagination. Paradoxically, on screen Jewish characters are mostly
absent. Indeed the success of Jewish emigrates who founded
Hollywood was built on the self-repression of Judaism and Jewish
themes. Only a few films bear the mark of the internal contradictions of “Hollywood Jews”, torn between self-hatred and
resistance to antisemitism, between hope and anxiety. What do
those movies say? What do they show about the relation between
Jewish identity, Hollywood and the USA? What influence did they
have on American culture and society?

Lorenzo Leschi, a graduate in Film Studies at the University of
Paris, is carrying out research on the relations between Jewish and
Afro-American communities in the American cinema.
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Music and Musicians in Paris
During The Great War
Charlotte Segond-Genovesi

Vrin - MusicologieS
516 pages - 17 × 24 × 2,5 cm
ISBN 978-2-7116-2989-3 - January 2022
Contents

“The great noise of war had first smothered all kinds of music.
Opening a piano seemed like, if not a crime, at least an offense.”
(André Geiger in 1915)
In the summer of 1914, the breaking of the Great War brutally
ended the artistic life in Paris. After a few months, however,
concerts and plays surfaced again in the capital city, around artists
who intended to play a part in the war efforts by new means. What
does it mean to be a “professional musician” in Paris during the
Great War? How did those musicians “wage war”?
Based on many unpublished documents, this book explores the
Parisian music life in 1914-1918 through the life, attitudes and
words of its figures, but also through the musical institutions,
economy, shows and places... and most of all in the arranged or
composed works, reflecting a world torn between patriotic
impulses and deep bruises. This dive at the heart of musical Paris
during the Great War shows how much the events bore on the
whole musical history of the 20th century.

Charlotte Segond-Genovesi is a Doctor in Musicology (SorbonneUniversité/Paris-Nanterre). She lectures at Sorbonne-Université
(musicologie), and teaches violin at the Conservatoire in Paris.
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