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The World Depoliticized 
 
Ghislain Casas 
 
 
 
 
Vrin / Éditions de l’EHESS - Contextes 
342 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,8 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3067-7 - September 2022  
 
 
 
Far from breaking off from the Middle Ages, the birth 
and rise of the modern State and of modern science can 
both be viewed as the enduring result of some 
contradiction within scholastic theology. This book is a 
presentation of the historical evidence for the 
“cosmological deprivation of government” which results 
partly from the decay of medieval theories on angels and 
explains the modern gap between politics and the world. 
 
Contents: 
https://www.vrin.fr/data/products/1260/summary_file
/tdm9782711630677.pdf 
 
Review: https://lundi.am/La-depolitisation-du-monde 
 
 
Ghislain Casas is an agrégé philosophy lecturer and 
Doctor of Philosophy (EPHE-EHESS). 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630677/la-depolitisation-du-monde
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Variety within the Soul  
 
Frédérique Ildefonse 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Textes et traditions 
888 pages - 16 × 24 × 5,2 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3073-8 - October 2022  
 
 
 
Rejecting the use of modern concepts of the self, the 
subject, the inner, the person or the individual, as 
applied to Ancient Greek texts, this study explores the 
discrepancies and contrasts showing why the Ancients’ 
actual thinking differs from what we tend to project on 
them.  
 
With a careful attention to Homer, Plato, Aristotle and 
the Stoics, especially Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius, the 
author’s analysis is based on a thorough examination of 
translation works. The variety within the soul accounts 
for the human singularity within the world, not only  
from a philosophical perspective, but in a full perspective 
which includes anthropology and psychoanalysis as well.  
 
 
Frédérique Ildefonse is a Director of Research at the 
Centre National de la recherche scientifique (CNRS).  
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630738/le-multiple-dans-lame
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Work and its Problems.  
John Dewey on Biology, Sociology, 
and Politics 
 
Emmanuel Renault 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Problèmes & Controverses 
214 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,1 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3088-2 - October 2022 
 
 
 
Very few philosophers considered work more seriously 
than John Dewey, who defended its «eternal dignity». 
While rejecting classical dualisms such as poiesis/praxis, 
work/leisure, work/game, work/art, etc., Dewey 
analyzed work according to the views of action theory 
(as a specific activity), of biology (in an evolutionary 
perspective), and of psychology and sociology. In politics 
then, work becomes a major issue as a true democracy 
implies democracy within the workplace and new ways 
of working.  
 
 
Review: https://www.les-philosophes.fr/philosophie-
du-travail/le-travail-et-ses-problemes.html 
 
 
Emmanuel Renault is Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of Paris Nanterre, and a member of the 
Institut Universitaire de France. 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630882/le-travail-et-ses-problemes
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Ethics as a Way of Life.  
Wittgenstein and Hadot 
 
Martin Arriola 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - La vie morale 
240 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 1,2 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3083-7 - November 2022 
 
 
 
Should we return to the Ancient conception of 
philosophy as an art of living? Or does the contemporary 
theoretical understanding of philosophy preclude it? The 
works of the philosopher and historian Pierre Hadot 
tend to revive the notion of a philosophical life inspired 
by the writings of the Ancients; similarly, Wittgenstein’s 
understanding of the ethical, read in the light of Stoic 
thought, helps bringing together the theory and practice 
of ethics as an existential transformation in the subject. 
 
 
Martin Arriola (Ph.D.) is Professor of Philosophy in 
Montreal. 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630837/lethique-comme-maniere-de-vivre
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Émile.  
Rousseau and Experimental Morals 
 
Céline Spector 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Histoire de la Philosophie 
366 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 1,9 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3075-2 - décember 2022  
 
 
 
Émile, or on Education, is according to Rousseau himself 
his best and greatest work: a new genre whose success 
and posterity were unequalled, it is both a treatise on 
education and a Bildungsroman.  
 
This study by Céline Spector shows in detail how that 
great work provided a new theory of experimental 
morals (on the passions and the heart’s desires) and 
invented a new cooperation between men and women. 
As such, it fulfilled its intention of making a major 
contribution to the science of man, but also to the moral 
improvement of mankind.   
 
 
Céline Spector is Professor in the Philosophy Depart-
ment at the Sorbonne University. 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630752/emile
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Masculine and Feminine Gazes on 
Women in the Middle Ages 
 
Pascale Bermon, Dominique Poirel (eds) 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Institut Catholique de Paris 
374 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,9 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3078-3 - December 2022 
 
 
 
“Woman in the Middle Ages” means one half of 
humankind during a millenium – it should be a major 
subject for all kinds of medieval scholars. Actually there 
rather were women in all their variety, including all that 
is due to age, social position, or the times they lived in. 
Available sources were often written by clergymen, 
monks, theologians and lawyers, hence by men. In the 
present volume, those sources are compared with the 
views of exceptional women who were actively involved 
in writing, medicine, education, the religious life, politics 
or warfare. A more complex picture of issues thus arises 
while many an historiographical bias is lifted.   
 
 
Contributors: P. Bermon, J. Brumberg-Chaumont, M. 
Bubenicek, C. Guyon, M.-P. Halary, L. Mayali, L. Moulinier-
Brogi, D. Poirel, L. Saraceno, and L. Solignac. 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630783/regards-masculins-regards-feminins-du-moyen-age-sur-la-femme
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Sartre’s Existential Biographies.  
Themes, Methods, Issues 
 
Vincent de Coorebyter (ed.) 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Université de Bruxelles 
188 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 0,9 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3063-9 - december 2022 
 
 
 
Sartre is the author of four biographies of famous French 
writers: Baudelaire, Mallarmé, Genet, and Flaubert, 
whose works are relevant to the history of ideas in 
general as well as the history of literature.  
 
Drawing on all the human sciences as they developed in 
the 20th century, and adressing questions of methods and 
issues within those sciences, Sartre is engaged in an 
ongoing dialogue with his contemporaries, harbouring 
the ambition of showing “what one can know of a man, 
today”.  A new figure of Sartre as a thinker here emerges, 
at the crossroads of analytic philosophy, hermeneutics, 
psychoanalysis, cultural anthropology and also feminism.  
 
 
Contributors: Fl. Caeymaex, V. de Coorebyter, E. 
Demoulin, A. Mazzù, H. Rizk, J. Simont, C. Tresnie, and S. 
R. Webb. 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630639/les-biographies-existentielles-de-sartre
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Reading Sartre’s Being and 
Nothingness 
 
Y. Malinge and O. D’Jeranian (eds) 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Études et Commentaires 
272 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,4 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3042-4 - march 2023 
 
 
 
L’être et le néant is probably Jean-Paul Sartre’s greatest 
work, whose main points have often been discussed by 
various philosophers since its publication in 1943. Now 
here is the first complete and detailed study of the whole 
four parts of the work. Conceived as a guide to readers as 
it makes progress through Sartre’s text, it also offers a 
new interpretation by confronting it with the views and 
arguments of other thinkers.  
 
 
Contributors : É. Abouahi, L. Barillas, Ph. Cabestan, O. 
D’Jeranian, V. de Coorebyter, C. Dodeman, R. Ehrsam, L. 
Husson, L. Jaffro, Ch. Lapierre, Y. Malinge, and H. Rizk. 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630424/lire-letre-et-le-neant-de-sartre
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The Nature of Emotions.  
An opinionated introduction 
 
Samuel Lepine 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Analyse et philosophie 
248 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,2 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3080-6 - january 2023  
 
 
 
Emotions are a powerful spring in our affective lives, but 
different from other states such as desires and feelings. 
They endlessly animate our value judgments and help us 
determine what matters to us in the world. How do they 
appear? And how are they related to the body? What 
influence do they have on each other? What kind of trust 
can we have in them? All those questions have been 
reconsidered in the light of the contemporary 
philosophy of the emotions, which this study introduces 
and explains. 
 
 
Samuel Lepine is Lecturer in political and moral 
philosophy at the University in Clermont-Auvergne.   
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630806/la-nature-des-emotions
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630806/la-nature-des-emotions
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630806/la-nature-des-emotions
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630806/la-nature-des-emotions
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630806/la-nature-des-emotions
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630806/la-nature-des-emotions
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The Composition of Sentiments.  
Essay on the Concept  
of Happiness 

 
Serge Champeau 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Essais d'art et de philosophie 
200 pages - 15 × 21 × 1,0 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3069-1 - january 2023 
 
 
 
What is the sovereign good? Here is the ethical question 
that philosophers have addressed since Aristotle. In this 
work, the Author presents various philosophical and 
aesthetic conceptions of happiness, staged in a debate on 
the role and place of emotions in the public space. Three 
modern concepts of happiness emerge: The Kierke-
gaardian “eternal life”, the tradition of “composition of 
sentiments” inherited from the Enlightenment, and the 
Heideggerian “serenity”. Their analyses shed a new light 
on the notion of the ethical within literature and film, as 
well as the political involvement of emotions within the 
common good.  
 
Presentation by the Author on YouTube (Mollat): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHQv_-afPhE 
 
 
Serge Champeau, agrégé in philosophy, is the author of 
two other books published by Vrin:  Borges et la 
métaphysique, and Ontologie et poésie. Trois études sur les 
limites du langage.  

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630691/la-composition-des-sentiments
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The Medicine of Desires.  
A Case for Minimalist  
Medical Ethics 
 
Guillaume Durand 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Matière étrangère 
230 pages - 12,5 × 18 × 1,2 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3101-8 - february 2023  
 
 
 
Plastic surgery, Cesarian section on demand, definitive 
contraception for environmental reasons, medical aid to 
artificial reproduction, etc. – such demands are not 
related to illness but choose medicine for their 
achievements. They form what can be considered as “the 
medicine of desires”, a set of technology and practices 
still at odds with the medical community and with our 
society, even when it is democratic. But why should they 
be excluded from medicine? It is argued here that 
medical ethics should be minimalist: ethics based on the 
sole principle of individual autonomy and choice. 
Medicine is to serve the welfare of human beings.  
 
 
Guillaume Durand is Lecturer at the Philosophy 
Department in Nantes University.  
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711631018/la-medecine-des-desirs
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Bruno Bauer 
and the Young Hegelians.  
The Birth of Social and Political 
Critique 
 
Éric Dufour 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Histoire de la Philosophie 
224 pages - 13,5 × 21,5 × 1,1 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3093-6 - february 2023 
 
 
 
This is the first systematic study of Bruno Bauer’s 
philosophy, from the social and political thought he 
developed in 1840, while establishing a new way for 
philosophy. He selected the expression “’Young 
Hegelians” to characterize his view and that of those who 
followed him, such as Marx, between 1841 and 1842, 
until Bauer was dismissed from University.  
 
Without eschewing confrontation with the many 
appalling texts making him one of the founders of 
antisemitism, the present work carefully tries to 
reconstruct the unity of Bauer’s thought insofar as it 
revived critical philosophy. 
 
 
Éric Dufour is Professor at the University of Paris-Cité 
and a scholar in German philosophy. 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630936/bruno-bauer-et-les-jeunes-hegeliens
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Albert the Great and Thomas 
Aquinas on the Metaphysics of 
Relations 
 
Matthieu Raffray 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Bibliothèque Thomiste 
522 pages - 16 × 24 × 2,6  cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-2995-4 - february 2023 
 
 
 
The ontological primacy of relations has become a 
common claim in contemporary philosophy as well as in 
some recent proposals in theology. A look at the history 
of the metaphysics of relations from its Greek origins to 
the middle of the 13th century is necessary to assess the 
historical grounds and legitimacy of those contemporary 
theories. Albert the Great and Thomas Aquinas are here 
the key figures in such a history: they were the ones to 
fully develop the notion of relative being inherited from 
Aristotle. But the ontological priority of substance over 
relation also appears as the condition of their theological 
genius, and invites us to reconsider the contemporary 
theories in the light of their arguments.  
 
Foreword by Ruedi Imbach. 
 
 
Matthieu Raffray is a preacher, a doctor in philosophy 
and a professor at the Angelicum in Rome, and in the 
Catholic Institute in Toulouse.  
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711629954/metaphysique-des-relations-chez-albert-le-grand-et-thomas-daquin
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The Language of Reason.  
From Descartes to Cartesian 
Linguistics 
 
Élodie Cassan 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Problèmes de la raison 
280 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 1,5 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3085-1 - march 2023 
 
 
 
Descartes dealt with language issues when he reflected 
on the anthropological difference - and he related it with 
the status of ideas. Thinking, which animals lack, is the 
reason of language; and speech must therefore be 
analysed and even logicized. All those elements scattered 
across the whole Cartesian corpus proved so important 
that Chomsky reconstructed a truly Cartesian linguistic 
theory. In retrospect, the “Cartesian man” thus appears 
as a living being within the world and in relation with 
others, whose thought is not merely expressed by the 
mental acts of a self.  
 
 
Élodie Cassan is a philosophy lecturer in Creteil. 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630851/le-langage-de-la-raison
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Youth Opera 
 
Theresa Schmitz 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - MusicologieS 
312 pages - 17 × 24 × 1,9 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3070-7 - march 2023 
 
 
 
The opera for young audiences is a recent phenomenon, 
which has considerably developed in the programs of 
European opera theaters since the 1980s. One of the 
main issues of this cultural phenomenon lies in how to 
modernize, convey to the young and share with them a 
cultural heritage and art form such as opera. But 
creators also raise other questions, especially ones 
related to the perception and conception of childhood, 
the role of artistic education in our contemporary 
societies, or the commercial aspect of cultural projects in 
today’s world. All those issues are addressed in this vast 
enquiry carried out on a European scale, in which many 
common concerns about art, creation and education 
emerge beyond each specific national feature. The 
author thereby gives a new perspective on the way 
works are received by children viewers. 
 
 
Theresa Schmitz is a Doctor in Musicology at the CRAL 
(EHESS), and has been doing research on European 
lyrical art for young audiences since 2006. 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630707/lopera-jeune-public
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630707/lopera-jeune-public
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630707/lopera-jeune-public
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630707/lopera-jeune-public


18 

 

Cartesian Studies 
 
Ferdinand Alquié 
 
 
New edition supervised by M. Goy et T. Gress.  
 
 
Vrin - Histoire de la Philosophie 
366 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 1,9 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3097-4 - march 2023 
 
 
 
When Ferdinand Alquié collected some of his essays on 
Descartes in this volume, he intended it as the testimony 
of an historian of philosophy.  
 
The texts included in this selection focus on Descartes’ 
relation to the philosophy, religion and science of his 
century, but they also question the possibility of a 
Cartesian reading of Kant’s Critique.  
 
In this new edition, some later texts have also been 
added to the original volume published in 1983: the 
contribution to the debate on madness with Michel 
Foucault and Jacques Derrida, as well as two tributes 
written by Henri Gouhier and Jean-Luc Marion. 
 
 
Ferdinand Alquié (1906-1985) was Professor at the 
Sorbonne in Paris. One of the greatest historians of 
classical philosophy, he edited Descartes’ complete 
works. 
 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630974/etudes-cartesiennes
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Pre-philosophical Notebooks.  
Phenomenal Destructions  
 
Alexandre Lowit 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - Textes Philosophiques 
262 pages - 14 × 20 × 1,3 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3096-7 - march 2023 
 
 
 
Those Pre-philosophical Notebooks by Alexandre Lowit 
echo Jan Patocka’s Philosophical Notebooks (1945-1950), 
as they both used to meet in the streets and on the 
bridges of Prague just after the Second World war. One 
was a philosopher and impressive professor of 
philosophy, and the other a perplexed young man, who 
knew his way in explosives and warfare better than in 
philosophy.  
 
In exile after the 1948 “Czech coup” in Prague, Alexandre 
Lowit went to Paris where he studied philosophy with 
Jean Wahl at the Sorbonne. A translator of Husserl, he 
then became a researcher at the French Centre national 
de la recherche scientifique. 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630967/carnets-ante-philosophiques
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630967/carnets-ante-philosophiques
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630967/carnets-ante-philosophiques
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630967/carnets-ante-philosophiques
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630967/carnets-ante-philosophiques
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630967/carnets-ante-philosophiques
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From the Empty Country.  
Against Political Solipsism 
 
Isabelle Delpla 
 
 
 
 
Vrin - L'esprit des lois 
272 pages - 11,3 × 17,8 × 1,4 cm 
ISBN 978-2-7116-3074-5 - march 2023 
 
 
 
In country X, the inhabitants argue on their political 
ideals. A philosophical dialogue is in progress. Some 
favor political solipsism and dream about cutting 
themselves off from the rest of the world; others reject it 
as an illusion. Suddenly they are brought under a veil of 
ignorance, and no longer know who or where they are – 
whether in X or abroad. So far, they could all find 
themselves outside an empty country, whose territory 
has been lost as a result of climate change. Are they the 
only legitimate Xians? Can one be the citizen of an empty 
country? What principles could be chosen for a country 
whose very existence is uncertain?  
 
 
Isabelle Delpla is Professor of philosophy at the 
University of Lyon 3, and a member of the Institut de 
Recherches Philosophiques de Lyon. 
 

https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630745/du-pays-vide
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630745/du-pays-vide
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630745/du-pays-vide
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630745/du-pays-vide
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630745/du-pays-vide
https://www.vrin.fr/livre/9782711630745/du-pays-vide
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